
Carve a Rooster
1.  Start with a branch
shaped about like this. It’s
best to avoid knots, if
possible. I prefer branches
about ½ inch round.

These roosters are a very old craft. Probably practiced in many countries. While the one I show is
simple, some carvers make very beautiful, detailed birds using this method.

2.  First is to cut the top to
make the rooster comb. Be
sure to point it the same
way you want the beak
pointed!

3. Next you will make a ‘V’
cut below the top of the
head. This forms the profile
of the beak.

4. The beak looks a bit like a
duck bill at this point. Cut
the sides in to point the
beak.

5.  Now it’s leg work. You
can either carve two legs,
a bit tricky, or just carve
the bottom to a point to
stick into a hole.

6. Now it is time to cut to
tail feathers. The marks
here show how they are
cut. I hold the blank by the
head and rest the feet on
my chest. I draw the knife
toward my chest to cut.

7. Rooster is done! Paint or leave natural as
you see fit.
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